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THE NEXT
GENERATION
MEETS THE
MESSIAH
Testimony of a Young
Jewish Woman

A

nastasia Okhrimenko shares from her unique
perspective as director, producer and editor on the
media team at One for Israel. Her heart and goal is to
bring the Gospel of Yeshua to every home in Israel
and to help others see Him in a new light. See their work, which
includes the recent video testimony of Joel (as referenced on
page 1).
I was forcefully thrown into a complex political struggle from
a very young age. Children who grow up in those places are
never sheltered from this harsh reality of war and death.
I admired the God of the Bible with all my heart as a kid. I 		
wanted to follow Him, but at the same time I was so angry at
the God that the rabbis painted of a very cold and distant God.
I thought to myself, “how can He expect me to do all these laws
and rituals that are written and that I have to perform without
knowing how it feels like to be a human being? Without 		
knowing how it feels like to be trapped inside this body and
this rotten, fallen world?
Jesus was a completely foreign idea to me. In the Jewish 		
mind, we would never consider following Him because it 		
would have been a betrayal to God. The first time I opened the
“forbidden chapter” in the Bible — Isaiah 53 — I recognized 		
Him, I saw Him. He knew what it was like to be human. And
that moment when it happened, I started seeing the world 		
through Jesus’ eyes. My life completely changed.
Watch and share Anastasia’s full story from
epicenterconference.com and on the Epicenter
Conference App.

Partner with us in the work the Lord is
doing through The Joshua Fund to bless
the people in the Epicenter. Donate today
online — it’s easy, safe and secure.
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financial goal for a specific project for which you have designated your donations, all excess funds
for that project will be applied to related projects or to the general fund of The Joshua Fund.
We are a member of the ECFA (Evangelical Council on Financial Accountability), which
provides accreditation to Christian non-profit organizations that faithfully demonstrate
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MEETING THE
JEWISH MESSIAH
“Dude, how can you be Jewish and
believe in Jesus?”
It was November of 2002. I had just released my
first novel, The Last Jihad. I was doing a telephone
interview on a hard rock radio station — and the radio
host, a guy who called himself “Brother Weese,” asked
me this very question.
Here’s my answer.
As I entered high school I began to get depressed.
I was beginning to lose emotional altitude. I wanted
to go to film school in college, so I wrote a screenplay
about a high school student that commits suicide. This
was getting worse and worse. I was getting darker and
darker. It was January 1984 and it was one of these
days in the dark of winter in upstate New York.

Very snowy, very gray, very bleak. I was in my room
after school and I was having a blowout session with
God. I was mad.
I don’t understand. I’m not experiencing love and joy
and hope and peace and happiness — and that’s what
you promise in the Bible for followers of Jesus, and I
don’t have any of it. So either it’s not true, or I totally
don’t get it. You have got to show me if you are real
because otherwise I’m out.
But I heard God speak to me directly and it shocked
me.
Joel, do you ever really read my Word?
Meaning, do I ever really read the Bible? And I
thought, No I don’t read it on a daily basis. I don’t
study it for myself, no I don’t.
Joel, do you really talk to me, do you really listen to
me, and do you share your heart with me and talk to
me in prayer?
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This newsletter published in partnership with Harvest Graphics. With
deep gratitude, we thank them for their generous support that allows
us to cost-effectively communicate the vision of The Joshua Fund.

THANK YOU for supporting The Joshua Fund’s work to bless Israel and her Neighbors in the name of Jesus.
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There is literally nothing else like this!
And the answer was, No – I don’t spend time in prayer.
And He said, Joel, why would you ever expect to
experience my blessings when you don’t even know me?
God had just spoken to me, and I was electrified. That
moment, that night — changed everything for me.
I think that that’s the key—to sit down and study the
life of Jesus from the Bible. I believe that rabbis and
religious leaders and Jewish people . . . should look
at what Jesus actually did, what He actually said. By
reading the accounts in the New Testament . . . He spent
time with children, He spent time with sick people, He
had a compassion. That was the game-changer. That’s
when people begin to say, is it true or isn’t it? The
question is, what did Jesus say? Is He the Messiah or
isn’t He? That’s the central question.
So, how can I be Jewish and believe in Jesus? The
answer is very simple, actually.
Jesus was Jewish. His disciples were Jewish. He lived in
Israel and He fulfilled all the prophesies that the Jewish
prophets had said . . . that He would die as a suffering
servant and that He would rise again.
It’s amazing that when Jewish people study the life of
Jesus: what He said, what He did . . . we come to the
conclusion that Jesus is who He claimed to be. He is
the Messiah that we have waited for. The most Jewish
thing in the world that someone can do is follow the
Jewish Messiah.
There’s more to the story of my spiritual journey—
how I was raised by a Jewish father and Gentile
mother and came to believe that Jesus is, in fact,
the Jewish Messiah — in a new video released
by a ministry called “One For Israel.” Watch the
video now at joshuafund.com.

This is a common refrain from pastors, ministry leaders
and their wives who attend one of two annual retreats
(one in Israel, one in the West Bank) hosted by The Joshua
Fund. Each November, we are honored to host these
intimate times for local leaders to be built up, blessed and
encouraged. Our constant focus is to provide excellent
Bible teaching and worship in a uniquely restful time
away. As we spend time hearing the hearts of these
faithful leaders, the Lord continues to open new doors of
cooperation in ministry.
As a direct result of the intentional nurturing of these
long term relationships, several Israeli congregations
recently asked The Joshua Fund to host and provide
a Bible teaching seminar. There is a need for teachers
to continue their education in the careful reading,
understanding, and expounding the Scripture among
the saints. This is particularly true in the Epicenter —
since many in the congregations have recently come
from religious or totally secular backgrounds and need a
systematic, consistent introduction to Scripture. We truly
believe that the clear proclamation of God’s Word can be a
tremendous weapon leading to salvation in the Epicenter.
Please pray that God would bless the opportunity
we have to offer this Bible teaching seminar in the
Spring of 2019.

| NEIGHBORS
Refugees face below freezing
temperatures
We don’t often think of the Middle East when it comes
to snow, ice and harsh winter conditions. However, this
reality is what many refugees face in the region at this
time of year. Hundreds of thousands of displaced people
living in Syria, Lebanon, Jordan and Iraq are currently
suffering under the harsh environments of winter
weather and makeshift camps.
Please continue to pray for our ministry partners
as they reach out to the least, the last and lost
with the Gospel of Jesus Christ in this region.
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Declaring Jesus is the
Reason for the Season

Bringing Truth and Love
through New Women’s
Conference

In addition to delivering food each
month to our 16 Distribution Centers
(DCs), The Joshua Fund makes available
special holiday gift packs (at Passover
and Sukkot for Jewish food recipients,
and at Easter and Christmas for Arab
recipients). Below is an update from
one of our DC managers, Pastor S.,
whose congregation in an Arab village
sought to bless needy families at
Christmastime.
Our church’s theme for Christmas was
“Jesus is the reason for the season.”
We paid for a large billboard declaring
this theme and distributed the holiday
packs from The Joshua Fund, mostly
to those from a Muslim background.
The drawstring backpacks from TJF
declared “God is Love” in both Arabic
and English. Some of the recipients
said it really touched their hearts.
Others called back, some even crying,
saying things like “We feel something
different” or “We feel your love.”
Some of the Muslim families have
been starting to ask us, “What is your
profit?” and that was our chance to
say, “We don’t make a profit . . . you
are our profit. We want to say to you
that Jesus is love, and He is what this
holiday is about. He gave His life for
you (Arabs), and for the Jews. We are
one family.” What’s been happening
this Christmas, it’s really amazing.
Will you join us in praying for
Pastor S. and our other DC
managers throughout Israel as
they seek to minister to the
needy in their villages?

The Joshua Fund continues its mission
for effective women’s ministry in the
Middle East — particularly to believers
who have come from a Muslim
background. Below is a report from a
Joshua Fund team member who was
present at an inaugural conference
created just for these sisters.
“I rejoice at Your word as one who finds
great treasure.” — Psalm 119:162 NKJV
There were almost 70 women from five
different countries in attendance at this
first ever, Joshua Fund–hosted Middle
Eastern Ladies Conference for those
coming out of a Muslim background.
Yet, even after a dangerous day of
travel and a complicated, lengthy
border crossing, they sat with an
innocent eagerness ready to receive
encouragement and teaching from the
Bible. Hungry to be fed the truth of
God’s Word.
Little did they know they would also
receive a beautiful leather-bound
Arabic study Bible of their own. For
some of them, it was their very first
Bible.
For those of us in the western world, we
have ready access to the 40 different
versions of the Bible in English. They
are easily purchased at the local
Christian bookstore or by one click
online. In addition, a plethora of free
resources is at our disposal on the
internet to help us read and study the
Bible – making access to God’s Word
extremely easy.

But for those who have come to Christ
and yet still live in predominately
Islamic lands, with Muslim families,
that is not always the case.
The crinkling of the plastic wrapping
off the study Bibles echoed in the room.
Mixed with the excited conversation
amongst themselves, it led to the feel
of a joyful Christmas morning. The
gift they had desired most was just
unwrapped, the thrill in their heart
reverberated throughout the room.
There was . . . great joy at receiving
great treasure.
The Psalmist tells us that our greatest
joy comes from God’s Word. And that
was the focus of our time together.
The women soaked in the teaching,
they rejoiced to look up passages,
share verses aloud and study the Bible
together.
Before they returned home, they were
exhorted to continue to dig deep into
the Word for wisdom and strength.
Because it is only in mining the truth
for themselves that they will stand
strong in these tumultuous times.
Please pray that with their new
Arabic study Bible, they would
examine all things and hold fast
to that which is good.
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